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Males are larger than females. s the early 1800s due to unregulated 36" to 54" including the muscular tail that
rapping, habitat loss and water pollution comprises about 1/3 of total body length.
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Long, muscular, flattened tail used
% A to propel the otter with vertical,
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Long, cylindrical, streamlined shape with
short legs to reduce drag in the water.

All four feet are
webbed for
swimming.
The hind feet
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Otter or Muskrat? - ~ == | e
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Both otters and muskrats reside in the fresh and Southold

brackish waters of Long Island.

When viewed on land it is hard to confuse the two.
The muskrat is up to 2 feet long including its laterally flattened, scaly
tail. Otters are 3-4 feet in length, including its tapered, furred tail.

But in the water it is difficult to distinguish between the two.
Note the prominent bulbous nose of the ofter in contrast to the
muskrat’s pointed face, longer fur and relatively larger ears; all
features that are not easy to discern from a distance.

Watch their swimming styles: otters continually dive
and surface while muskrats stay at the surface and may be
swimming with vegetation or with their tail out of the water

Use this QR code to learn more
about muskrats and otters,
including videos of each.
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— The Long Island River Project was initiated in 2008. .
VN Seatuck Environmental Association is dedicated to conserving Long Island wildlife and the environment. The organization pursues its mission by advocating for wildlife and advancing PeCOHIC EStuarY \vn’ E PA This sign was prepared with funding
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-—— | conservation projects, engaging community scientists in wildlife research, and offering high-quality environmental education opportunities for Long Islanders of all ages.
SEATUCK  For more information about Seatuck’s Long Island River Otter Project, visit Seatuck.org/ river-otters




